Animal welfare and animal care



Your Welfare (or wellbeing)

A How are you feeling today?

& .ﬁ\‘c

A As a human, your welfare (wellbeing) is affected by many different
things, at any point in time, including . ..




Your Welfare (or wellbeing)

A Your health
Do you have a cold? do you have any aches or pains?
Are you feeling healthy and full of energy?

A Your home
Do you have things to do to keep you entertained, or do you often feel bored?
Is your house warm in winter? Do you have a place to go when you need timeout alone?

A Exercise
Are you exercising and doing enough physical activity every day?

A Your social life
Do you spend time with friends and family?

A Your school
Is it stressful?
Do you have a good teacher?
Are you enjoying learning?

A Your sleep
Do you have a comfortable place to sleep?
Are you getting enough sleep?

A Your diet
Are you eating enough healthy food?
Are you drinking enough water?




Our Welfare (or wellbeing)

A Eating well, getting enough sleep, exercising, feeling safe and
loved all help improve our overall welfare.

A But, at any time different
things can happen to
make us feel better or
worse than normal.

A The same thing happens
for animals also.. . .



Animal Welfare

A Just like ours, an animal’s welfare state does not stay the same, it changes as

the experiences the animal has also change.
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A Some experiences may have a positive
effect and some experiences may have
a negative effect.
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Animal Welfare

A Animal Welfare Science has greatly
improved our knowledge of animal welfare.

A We now know much more about the
positive and the negative mental
experiences animals can have and how
these experiences affect their welfare.

A This knowledge has led to the development
of new tools that help humans assess
animal welfare and improve the care and
lives of animals.




Animal Welfare

Just like with humans, there are a number of factors that will
effect how an animal is feeling.

A Are they physically healthy?

A Are they comfortable in their environment?

A Do they have access to clean, fresh water?

A Are they well nourished with a healthy, balanced diet?
A Do they feel safe?

A Are they able to express behaviours that are important for their
physical and mental well-being?

A Do they have company of their own kind?




Animal Welfare

Our aim, as animal guardians, is to increase the amount of positive
experiences our animals have and keep negative experiences as
mild and as few as possible.
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Animal Welfare

Animal welfare underpins
everything SPCA does.

SPCA use the Five Domains
Model to guide the way they care
for animals.

The Five Domains help SPCA staff
ensure animals have good welfare.
This includes: good nutrition, a
good environment, good health,
appropriate behaviour and
positive mental experiences.




Animal Welfare

A Just like humans’, animals’ @ \

welfare includes physical and
mental states.

A Anything which can affect
these states has the potential
to affect an animal’s welfare,
for good or bad.
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The Five Domains

The Five Domains are five groups of things animal guardians need to
consider when thinking about good animal welfare.

Environment  Nutrition (food and water) Health




The Five Domains

A The four domains of health,

. nutrition and
environment are the areas in
which we, as animal
guardians, can take positive
action to ensure they are of a
high standard.

A These domains all impact on
the overall mental wellbeing
(mental state) of an animal.




Environment



/ﬁ\ Good environment means . ..

A An interesting, enriched and
safe environment.

A Shelter that protects from
extreme weather conditions
such as cold, heat, wind, rain,
hail and snow.

A Protection from predators.

A Clean, comfortable resting
areaqs.

A Spaces for exercise and
expression of natural
behaviours.




Nutrition



T Good nutrition means . . .

A Clean, fresh drinking water,
that is easily accessible.

A A nutritious, balanced diet
in the right quantities for
your animal’s specific
needs.

A Eating should be an
enjoyable experience for
animals, this includes
offering a variety of
textures, tastes and smells.







Appropriate behaviour means. ..

Engagement in enjoyable
and rewarding activities.

Expression of natural
behaviours by providing
enrichment and enough
space, proper shelter and
housing.

The right sort of company to
feel safe and secure

(some animals need to live with others of their kind to feel safe and happy
and some animals prefer to live on their own).







Good health means. ..

A Gentle, careful handling.

A Diseases and injuries are
prevented or rapidly
diagnosed and treated.

A Space and opportunity for
to enjoy physical activity
and natural behaviours.

A Healthy weight (not under
weight or overweight).







Positive mental experiences means . ..

Positive feelings and experiences, these include experiences of comfort,
pleasure, interest, confidence and a sense of control.

The I

A A
A

A

A A




